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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS 
 
Introduction 
Papers accepted for presentation will be printed in the Proceedings of the 14th International Symposium on 
Fireworks (ISF), which will be distributed to the attendees at the Symposium as part of the registration package. 
Every paper accepted for publication must be presented by the author or in the case of multiple authors by one of 
the authors. If an author is unable to present a paper because of, for example, illness or transportation problems, 
then the author or a representative must notify a Director of the International Symposium on Fireworks Society 
(ISFS) or a member of the Chinese Host Committee (CHC). The Chairman of the 14th ISF will then be notified to 
make necessary changes to the ISF Program. Without such prior notifications, a “No-Show” will be viewed very 
unfavorably by the ISFS in terms of future paper acceptances. Also, in the case of a “No Show,” the copyright to 
the published paper(s) remains with the ISFS.   
 
The following instructions will enable you, the author(s), to prepare your manuscript. For the Symposium 
Proceedings to have a professional appearance, we, the ISFS editors, require uniformity in the style and format of 
the manuscripts submitted by the authors. Attention to detail is a must. If there are any questions regarding 
preparation of your manuscript, please contact the Symposium Chairman (contact information provided herein). 
Papers containing blatant advertising will be returned. 
 
Document Submission 
Submit the complete paper as a Microsoft Word document by July 1, 2013 to your regional contact as an e-mail 
attachment. Include in the e-mail your contact information, the speaker’s name, and the total number of pages of 
the document. Upon receipt, the paper will be inspected for completeness and compliance with the required format. 
If the paper is incomplete or non-compliant, you will be contacted for appropriate action.  
 
Europe - Christian Lohrer:    christian.lohrer@bam.de 
Japan - Mitsuru Arai:     m_arai@esc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
Central/South America - Jorge Márquez:  jorgemarquez@mac.com 
China - Andrew Tang:     atang@tcpyrolab.org 
 
All other locations and for technical information and guidance: 
Symposium Chairman - Ettore Contestabile: econtest@ISFireworks.com or econtest@rogers.com 
 
 
 

mailto:christian.lohrer@bam.de
mailto:m_arai@esc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
mailto:jorgemarquez@mac.com
mailto:atang@tcpyrolab.org
mailto:econtest@ISFireworks.com
mailto:econtest@rogers.com


International Symposium on Fireworks Society (ISFS) 
Ettore Contestabile, Chairman 
Roger L. Schneider, Vice Chairman 
Fred Wade, Secretary-Treasurer 
Christian Lohrer, European Section Director 
Mitsuru Arai, Asian Section Director 

Manuscript Preparation 
 
Language 
Papers must be in English. The official language of the 14th International Symposium on Fireworks is English 
(USA).  
 
When writing your paper, please keep in mind that the Symposium is international. Attendees and many others 
who will read your paper may not have English as their first language. The paper should be technically accurate 
and concise. Use short words and simple sentences wherever possible and avoid unfamiliar jargon. Any 
abbreviation you do use, even if it is familiar to most individuals in the international fireworks community, 
should be defined the first time it appears in the abstract and the body of the paper.   
 
Format 
Compose your manuscript in Microsoft Word 
 
Page set-up: All margins – 1” (2.54 cm) 
  Paper – A4 (210 mm x 297 mm) 
 
Use the Times New Roman (12) font, which is used in these instructions. Do not indent paragraphs. Paragraphs 
should be single-spaced. The entire text must be left and right justified except for the References or Bibliography 
which must be only left justified. 
 
The length of the paper should not exceed 20 pages, including text, figures, tables, and references. Please contact 
the Symposium Chairman if there is a problem with this constraint. Note that sometimes, the submitted paper may 
be re-formatted slightly by the ISFS editors so that it fits within an odd number of pages so that it conforms to the 
Proceedings layout where the title page of each paper is on the right, an even-numbered page. 
 
Major headings are to be CAPITALIZED, boldface and centered, not underlined. Major headings include: 
TITLE, ABSTRACT, INTRODUCTION, APPROACH/METHOD, RESULTS, DISCUSSION, 
CONCLUSIONS, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, REFERENCES or BIBLIOGRAPHY, and APPENDIX. 
 
Subheadings, in Boldface, but not underlined, are to be positioned on the left margin with the first letters 
capitalized. Additional subheadings can be boldfaced italic or regular italic with the first letters capitalized. 
 
Leave two spaces above and one below each major heading. Leave one space above but none below for the 
subheadings. 
 
Use SI units or acceptable metric equivalents. Other units may be given in brackets following the metric unit. For 
numbers, use a point (interpunct) as the decimal mark and a comma as the digit group separator. Examples: 
1,234.56 m but, 0.1234 g. Be mindful of the rules of Significant Figures (Digits) in reporting your data. 
 
Do not number the pages. If a printed copy is requested for submission, number each page lightly near the bottom 
with a blue pencil or on the backside with a regular pencil. 
 
The Title/Abstract Page 
The TITLE is a major heading and should be centered immediately below the top margin. The TITLE is followed 
by the names of the author(s), the complete mailing address with the author's affiliation (name, address, 
state/province/region, country, and postal code). If you wish, your email address can also be included. 
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Below this block is the ABSTRACT. The ABSTRACT should be approximately 200 words in length. It states the 
purpose(s) or reason(s) for conducting the research or addressing the topic, the objective(s), the approach used in 
achieving the objective(s) (e.g., experimental technique or method), and a brief statement of the results. Only the 
TITLE and the ABSTRACT are to appear on this single, Title/Abstract page. 
 
Introduction 
All papers must have an INTRODUCTION. It is here that you provide in broader detail the paper’s purpose 
and/or focus, objective(s), and background information for the reader. You should address previous work done by 
you and certainly others on the subject of your paper and its relevance. 
 
References 
Very rarely are papers submitted for publication in the ISF Proceedings which report advances in the technology 
and/or the art of fireworks, which are so novel, so unusual, or even revolutionary, such that the past efforts of 
others can be ignored. References not only recognize the past contributions to a specific fireworks subject, but 
their inclusion in a paper provides the reader with a sense of continuity and progress, and a measure of the 
paper's credibility. While you may not have access to all fireworks publications, it is imperative that all papers 
published in previous ISF proceedings relevant to the subject of your paper be included in your references.  
 
The responsibility for the accuracy of REFERENCES rests with you, the author(s). REFERENCES in the body 
of the paper should appear as numbers in superscript after the author’s surname, e.g., Schneider1, and listed 
consecutively and correspondingly in the reference section in the order in which they are cited in the text. In case of 
two authors, separate the surnames with “and” for citation in the text (e.g., von Rosen and Schneider2). For three or 
more authors, use the first three surnames followed by “et al.” for citation in the text (e.g., Lohrer, Schneider, von 
Rosen, et al.3). References may also be used to provide elaborations or explanations of interest, which if provided 
in the body of the paper may be distracting to the reader (e.g.,  “Gurney4 analysis,” or, “often reported as 80 
Joules5.” You must ensure that all references cited in the text are listed, and vice versa. The list of REFERENCES 
is located at the end of the document and before any Figures, Tables, and Appendices. Note that only the Title of 
the reference is in italic. Below are examples of references in the proper format. 
 
Contestabile, E., Firing Fireworks Shells from oversize or larger diameter mortars, Proc., 2nd International 
Symposium on Fireworks (ISF), Vancouver, Canada,  533-539, 1994 
 
Contestabile, E. and B. von Rosen, Reaction Propagation Between Fireworks Shells and Compositions Confined in 
Steel Pipes, Journal of Pyrotechnics, Issue 22, 16-27, Winter 2005 
 
Contestabile, E and B. von Rosen, Reaction Propagation Between Fireworks Shells and Compositions Confined in 
Steel Pipes, Canadian Explosives Research Laboratory, Natural Resources Canada, Report 2005-05(J), 2005 
 
Lohrer, C., A. Kampa, H. Fink and L. Kurth, Burst Height Measurements of Spherical Shells for Different Calibers 
and Mortar Lengths, Proc., 13th International Symposium on Fireworks (ISF), Valletta, Malta, 145-158, 2012 
 
Schneider, R.L. and B.A. Donahue, Environmentally Benign Alternatives to Open Burning/Open Detonation 
(OB/OD) Destruction of Energetic Material (EM) Production Wastes, Proc., 19th International Pyrotechnics 
Seminar, Christchurch, New Zealand, 339-351, 1994 
 
Weerheijm, J., R.M.M. van Wees, C.P.A.M. de Bruyn, and J.W. Karelse, The Fireworks Disaster in Enschede Part 
1: Overview and Reconstruction, Journal of the Japanese Explosives Society, 63, 330-337, 2002 
 
Fulcanelli, A., Traditional Cylindrical Shell Construction: Part 2, Pyrotechnica XI: Occasional Papers in 
Pyrotechnics, Pyrotechnica Publications, 5-48, 1987 
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Lancaster, R., The History of Fireworks, Chapter 1, Fireworks – Principles and Practice, 4th Ed., Chemical 
Publishing Co., Inc., New York, NY, 2006 
 
Shidlovsky, A.A., Osnovy Pirotekniki (Fundamentals of Pyrotechnics), 1st Ed., published in 1943. Translation into 
English by the US Joint Publication Research Service, Feltman Research Laboratories,  Picatinny Arsenal, Dover, 
NJ, USA, as Technical Memo 1615, 1965 
 
ISO2859-1, Sampling Procedures for Inspection by Attributes –Part 1: Sampling Schemes Indexed by Acceptance 
Quality Limit (AQL) for Lot-by-Lot Inspection, 2008 
 
For references to private communications: 
Shimizu, T., private communication, June 2005 
 
For references to web sites, it is imperative to give the date that the site was accessed: 
http://www.isfireworks.com  [Accessed: 03 April 2013] 
 
Figures 
Graphs, drawings, photographs and illustrations are to be labeled as Figures. Every Figure must be addressed in the 
text, numbered consecutively, and titled. Captions are optional, but encouraged and must be placed below the 
figures (centered). Figures must be imbedded in the text as close as possible to where they are referenced. Format 
the figures and its numbers in bold and use “-” to separate from the caption text. Example: 

Figure 1 - Burst height dependence on mortar length 
 
Tables 
Every Table must be addressed in the text, numbered consecutively and titled. Tables must be imbedded in the text 
as close as possible to where they are referenced. Format the tables and its numbers in bold and use “-” to separate 
from the caption text. Table captions are to be placed above the tables (centered).Example: 

Table 1 - Burst heights for the shells investigated 
 
Copyright 
Copyright lies with the International Symposium on Fireworks Society (ISFS). A completed and signed 
Copyright Form must accompany the submission of the completed paper. 
 
Paper Submission 
Please submit your completed paper to your regional contact: 
 
Europe - Christian Lohrer:    christian.lohrer@bam.de 
Japan - Mitsuru Arai:     m_arai@esc.u-tokyo.ac.jp 
Central/South America - Jorge Márquez:  jorgemarquez@mac.com 
China - Andrew Tang:     atang@tcpyrolab.org 
 
All other locations and for technical information and guidance: 
Symposium Chairman - Ettore Contestabile: econtest@ISFireworks.com or econtest@rogers.com 
 
Ettore Contestabile 
3929 Shirley Ave 
Ottawa, ON 
Canada 
K1V 1H4 
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